
McGregor, Charles | writingspaces.org/aaa 

Writing Spaces 
Assignments & Activities 
Archive 
 

Multimodal Proposal 
Charles McGregor 

 
This assignment is a selection from the Writing Spaces 
Assignment and Activity Archive, an open access companion 
resource to the Writing Spaces open textbook series. 
 
To access additional selections, visit: 
http://writingspaces.org/aaa.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assignment and activity selections © 2020 by the respective authors. Unless 
otherwise stated, these works are licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License (CC 
BY-NC-ND 4.0) and are subject to the Writing Spaces Terms of Use. To 
view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
nc-nd/4.0/, email info@creativecommons.org, or send a letter to Creative 
Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA. To view the 
Writing Spaces Terms of Use, visit http://writingspaces.org/terms-of-use. 

 
All rights reserved. For permission to reprint, please contact the author(s) 
of the individual articles, who are the respective copyright owners. 

http://writingspaces.org/aaa
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


McGregor, Charles | writingspaces.org/aaa  

Multimodal Proposal 
Charles McGregor 

Overview 

This assignment is intended to be used as a proposal for a big 
multimodal composition project. The goal of this assignment is to 
help students articulate their topic, think through their intended 
audience and where they exist, and practice composing through 
a non-linguistic mode of communication they will be using for 
their bigger project. You could use this proposal in preparation 
for a multimodal narrative, a multimodal research text, or any 
other assignment that requires students to utilize divergent 
modes of communication within a writing class.  
 
In preparation for this assignment, students should read, watch, 
or view something that gives them a good understanding of what 
multimodal means and what the multimodal composing process 
looks like. Within this assignment description, I utilize Melanie 
Gagich’s “An Introduction to and Strategies for Multimodal 
Composing” since she speaks directly to students about what this 
process looks like in a typical college writing classroom. Within 
the Gagich reading, I ask students to have a good understanding 
of the fives modes of communication that she references 
(linguistic, visual, spatial, gestural, and aural) (67). You may also 
want to teach a question-of-inquiry lesson if they are doing a 
research-heavy multimodal writing assignment. 
 
When they have a solid idea about their topic and what 
multimodal composing entails, then they are ready for their 
proposal. As previously stated, I ask students to use the primary 
mode of communication they will be utilizing for their project. 
For example, if spatial ends up being their primary mode, they 
may repurpose a boardgame and its various pieces to 
communicate an idea. A group of two students did this for their 
proposal in one of my classes as they submitted a picture of a 
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Scrabble board with a mix of Spanish and English words spelling 
out their project details. They used the space of the board to 
communicate their proposal and invoke the spatial layout of a 
Scrabble game. This proposal served as a precursor to their final 
multimodal project where they created an original boardgame 
that debated the merits of two-way immersion vs. immersion ESL 
instruction.  
 
The goal of the proposal is to get students to think through their 
topic, the audience they want to engage, and practicing the 
mode they want to use to engage that audience. Do not assess 
students too harshly on how polished the primary mode they use 
looks, feels, or sounds since this is intended to be a practice run 
at using that mode for their bigger project.  

Time Commitment 

2 class sessions 

Materials 

Due to the multimodal nature of this assignment, there are a 
plethora of materials students could use to create this project. If 
they are doing something digital, creating a list of tutorials for 
creating videos, uploading audio files, or interacting with imaging 
software may be helpful. You may also suggest that students use 
tactile materials around them (like the two students using 
Scrabble that I talk about in the Overview).  

Assignment Process 

 Students will read Melanie Gagich’s Writing Spaces 
article “An Introduction to and Strategies for Multimodal 
Composing” and demonstrate a good understanding of 
the fives modes of communication that she references 
(linguistic, visual, spatial, gestural, and aural) (67). 

 Next, students will begin composing their proposal by 
relying heavily on one of the five modes they will be 
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utilizing (aside from linguistic, which should be a 
secondary mode if applicable) for their final multimodal 
writing assignment. The steps that follow include the 
details they need in their final proposal.  

 Next, students will communicate a line of inquiry or 
narrative topic (dependent on your bigger multimodal 
assignment) they want to pursue.    

 Next, students will hypothesize who they think their 
intended audience is and where their final artifact should 
exist to find that audience.  

 Next, students will talk about the primary mode and 
other secondary modes they will be relying on to 
communicate the information in their final project if 
those modes are not self-evident through their proposal.   

 Next, students will evaluate the tools they will need to 
access to build their multimodal artifacts. 

 Finally, students will submit their proposal. The final 
proposal should rely on the primary mode they will be 
using for their bigger multimodal project.  

Learning Outcomes 

Students engaging in this assignment will:  
 Gain an understanding of multimodality and the various 

modes of communication that exist 
 Articulate the rhetorical effectiveness of their primary 

mode of communication for their multimodal project 
 Compose a line of inquiry that a multimodal writing 

process could address 
 Demonstrate the impact their primary mode of 

communication can have on their intended audience 

Learning Accommodations 

 Since many first-year students may have limited 
experience with composing in the classroom without 
relying heavily on a linguistic mode of communication, 
showing examples of rhetorically effective multimodal 
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projects completed by former students may be helpful.  
 For non-digital projects, instructions should be provided 

on how to digitize projects so that proposals can be 
submitted for online classes or for courses that utilize 
Learning Management Systems to collect coursework.  
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